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STRATEGIES

There is a divine strategy in place by which the Lord will re-
store and prepare His church, equip His army for a mighty final
conflict of spiritual warfare, and bring into His house a great har-
vest of souls before He returns to judge the world.

Satan also has a counter strategy of deception centered in
the New Age Movement by which he seeks to frustrate the pur-
pose of God. Satan’s ultimate goal is to be worshipped as God by
the world (2 Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:8). Therefore, while
he seeks to capture every soul, he knows that this will not be
achieved simply by promoting atheism and unbridled lawlessness
alone. For this reason, his primary focus is religious deception.
Central in this strategy is the spirit of Jezebel.

Christians, not wholly committed to Christ or who are un-
aware of these two strategies, face two potential losses:

(1) Missing their opportunity to participate with the Lord in His
great end-time work in and through the church.

(2) Being ineffective in spiritual warfare and open to possible
deception.

THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH

The spirit of Elijjah is vital to the Lord’s strategy. Despite all
truth that has been, and is being restored to the church since the
time of Martin Luther, there exists one significant deficiency yet
to be addressed. I do not say restored, for it was also missing in the
early church. There has never been a generation of spiritual fa-
thers who brought forth a generation of sons (converts) that sur-
passed them in excellence of character and ministry. Historically,
when some truth was restored through a great man of God, his fol-
lowers built a denominational monument to that truth and re-
sisted further light. New truth would then arise through another
man in later generations, but always with the same result. Thus,
truth has been exploited by leaders to divide the body of Christ
rather than bringing it into unity of the faith. A change is coming!



The church the Lord will return for will be united in Him, fully
manifesting His character, power, authority and demonstrating
the fulfillment of scriptures such as Ephesians 4:11-16; John
17:20-23; Acts 3:17-21 and Joel 2:23-25. This great work in the
church concerns the spirit of Elijah. His spirit, which rested upon
John the Baptist, was an essential requirement for the Lords first
advent. The spirit of Elijah is equally necessary to prepare the
church for His second coming.

Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. And he will
restore the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite
the land with a curse. (Malachi 4:5-6)

And His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Why then do the
scribes say that Elijah must come first?’ And He answered
and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things;
but I say to you, that Elijah already came, and they did not
recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished”. . . .
(Matthew 17:10-12)

Just as the Lord has recently removed the leaders of many
communist nations to open doors for the gospel, so also will He re-
place many leaders in Christendom with a new generation of
bondservants to lead and prepare His church. They will be men
like Elijah. They will have hearts and a vision to raise up spiritual
sons that excel them in ministry and (eventually) in stature. They
will not seek to build a kingdom around their person and ministry,
for they will have the spirit of Elijah resting upon them.

The greatest miracle ever accomplished by Elijah took place
during the years when he imparted to Elisha what God had built
into him. It created a godly desire in Elisha to receive the anoint-
ing that rested on Elijah, along with understanding on how to
avoid the weaknesses of character Elijah displayed in his conflict
with Jezebel (i.e. fear, discouragement, self pity). The fruit of this
miracle was evident when Elisha performed similar miracles-but
twice as many as Elijah without evidence of fear and discourage-
ment.

The traditional mind-set of many ministers today is to pass
on at death authority to someone on staff to carry on their minis-
try. This is unscriptural and contrary to developing spiritual excel-



lence. One can pass nothing on at death; it must be imparted while
we are alive!

The final victory over Jezebel did not occur in the days of
Elijah. It took place during the life time of Elisha when Jehu was
king over Israel. In the final spiritual conflict of this age, a vital
part of the Lord’s army will be young warriors who have been
trained by godly fathers with the spirit of Elijah (1 John 2:13-14;
Psalms 110:1-3). This is a fundamental principle of excellence in
the Lord’s end-time strategy for His church. This was a principle
practiced and taught by Paul, but which appeared to cease with
Timothy.

THE SPIRIT OF JEZEBEL

Satan has placed certain fallen angels as authorities of dark-
ness over populated cities, regions and countries (Ephesians 6:12;
Daniel 10:13). Operating through demons, these principalities ex-
ercise specific roles of wickedness in deception and warfare
against mankind. The spirit of Jezebel, one of these spirit beings,
is the most dominant authority of evil over our nation today!

The following are manifestations of this spirit which become
apparent from observing the demonic behavior of Queen Jezebel
whom it controlled. The wicked acts of the queen is why this being
is called the spirit of Jezebel. Each characteristic represents a
unique demonic influence which continues to mark this spirit to-
day.

» It is a spirit that seeks to control men and women, but pri-
marily women, and to manipulate others through them, of-
ten through sexual means. Jezebel fed four hundred
prophets of the Asherah (a wooden symbol of a female deity)
at her table. Her pagan religion included the practice of fer-
tility rites. Besides having a devastating debasing effect on
the practitioner, the acts of worship included male and fe-
male cultic prostitutes in hetero and homosexual liaisons.
Such corrupt practices as child sacrifice and licentious wor-
ship also marked religious devotion to Baal who Jezebel
served.

e It is a controlling, rebellious spirit that resists all law and
godly authority, especially male authority. Although Ahab,
her husband, was king over Israel, it was really Jezebel who



ruled. She, not Ahab, defined and led the retaliation against
Elijah (1 Kings 19:2).

It is a lying accusing, manipulating spirit. Jezebel manipu-
lated men of authority to have the man Naboth falsely ac-
cused and then stoned to death, in order to steal a vineyard
he owned.

It is a spirit of devastating fear and discouragement. After
Elijah slew the prophets of Baal, demons of fear and discour-
agement troubled him greatly, so much so that he wanted to
die (1 Kings 19:3-4, 10-14).

It is a spirit of witchcraft and the occult. Jezebel served Baal
and supported four hundred and fifty demonic prophets of
Baal, and was instrumental in leading the nation of Israel
into idolatry.

It is a spirit of murder, and hatred for the word of God. Jeze-
bel destroyed the Lord’s prophets in Israel (1 Kings 18:4),
and she tried to kill Elijjah. She played the role of chief
priestess to the Baal of that area (Melkarth), a god that re-
quired the burning of innocent children as oblations on his
altar.

JEZEBEL’S INFLUENCE IN SOCIETY

This spirit has been in the world for centuries, but in the

strategy of Satan, has been placed over this nation in recent years
to bring about the same breakdown in morals that it accomplished
over Israel in the days of Ahab and Jezebel. A primary focus of Sa-
tan has been to destroy the family. The controlling, dominating
spirit of Jezebel is the very antithesis of meekness and submission
which are the qualities of godly women. This spirit seeks to emas-
culate the headship of man which God has ordained for the family
and for leadership in the church.

The following are examples and consequences of the works

of the Jezebel spirit in our nation.

The high and increasing divorce rate
The Feminist Movement

The current growth of abortions, and the related “Pro-
choice” movement among women



* The permissive life style philosophy of, “if it feels right, do
it”, and the corresponding growth of drug abuse and pre-
marital sex

* The prominent place of women in the leadership of religious
cults (i.e. Christian Science, Unity, Theosophy, and Astrol-
ogy), and as mediums in channeling within the New Age
Movement

* The rapid increase of mind control based on altered states of
consciousness of the New Age (i.e. seances, channeling,
T.M., Yoga, self actualization techniques such as “Silva
Mind Control”, etc.)

* The consequences of extreme fear and discouragement in
crippling ministries, physical sickness and suicide

* The promotion of all of the above through the various me-
dia, especially T.V.

JEZEBEL’S INFLUENCE IN CHURCHES

One ancient influence of this spirit in Christendom can be
seen in the practice of presenting God to the people as a small baby
in the arms of His mother, and encouraging prayer to her as a
mediatress. A second, more recent example, is use of Mother as an
acceptable alternative to Father when addressing Jehovah God. A
third example is the increasing acceptance of women for ordina-
tion into the clergy.

Of course, the closer a church walks in the ways of the
world, the greater will the previous list of social influences become
apparent in it. Ordination of homosexuals is one such example.
The only answer to such influences is total repentance and com-
mitment to the Lord.

However, the most significant and potentially dangerous in-
fluence can come from not understanding the strategies that are
back of spiritual warfare today. The second conflict between “Eli-
jah” and ‘Jezebel” is about to begin! The Lord is apprehending a
new generation of bondservant leaders with hearts to raise up
overcomers, to build the army of the Lord and to prepare the
church for His return. The spirit of Elijah will rest upon them to
bring forth these end-time “Elisha’s”. Because they have the now
word of the Lord for His church, just as Elijah did for Israel in his
day, they are going to be attacked by the Jezebel spirit. God will al-



low this in order to test and teach His children to overcome. Thus,
the more spiritual of saints can expect the assault of this spirit.
Consider the Lord’s words to the church of Thyatira (Revelation
2:19-20):

I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service
and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater
than at first.

After such words of commendation, it would seem almost
impossible to imagine anything amiss in such a church! However,
the Lord goes on to say:

But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and
leads My bondservants astray. . . .

There is no higher calling for a believer in this life than that
of a bondservant for Christ. It was the very best of the saints who
were led astray; not by a woman, but by the prophetic evil spirit of
Jezebel. The goal of its deception, shown in verse 24, was to subtly
introduce “the deep things of Satan” to eventually corrupt and
mislead the church. This is a remarkably accurate definition of
Satan’s objective in the New Age Movement. It is not enough to
serve the Lord with all of our heart; we must also be men and
women of His presence. This is how we protect our hearts from er-
ror.

The real fault of the Thyatira church was the tolerance of its
leadership to so called prophetic messages that were not from
God. The elders failed to discern the spirit behind these “revela-
tions”, and they did not judge their contents by the word of God.
How do the more spiritual guard themselves from the spirit of
Jezebel?

VICTORY OVER JEZEBEL

The place of victory over this spirit begins with godly charac-
ter that is rooted in humility and submission. First of all, submis-
sion to the Lord, and secondly, submission to those over us in the
Lord. It is particularly important for wives to honor the headship
of their husband, and for single sisters to honor the oversight of
their elders. The primary assault of Jezebel is against all godly
male authority. She seeks to manipulate leaders, whether in fam-
ily oversight or church government. She hates male leaders who



declare the word of God with authority, and who give clear direc-
tion to the church. We are considering these things within the con-
text of a spiritual (i.e. “New Testament”) church environment
where husbands do hear from God through their wives, and where
elders recognize and receive the prophetic words of the Lord
through other members of the body of Christ.

There appears to be no evidence that lack of submission was
an issue at Thyatira. Thus, a second vital step in defense is to be
equipped by the Holy Spirit and the word of God so as to recognize
what is false and opens the door to deception. In essence, this re-
quires gifts of the Holy Spirit (i.e. word of knowledge and discern-
ing of spirits) plus clear knowledge from scriptures of how the
spirit of Jezebel can initiate deception into the mind of even spiri-
tual believers.

The following are some examples of what believers and lead-
ership must guard against. These may come in the form of impres-
sions, revelations, prophetic messages, words from other
believers, dreams, etc. In all cases, they are to be rejected. To be-
lieve or embrace them is to potentially become open to demonic in-
fluence of this spirit. This can lead to further deception, and to
introducing that deception into the church.

* “Your husband doesn’t understand spiritual things; you are
the real spiritual leader of your family.”

* “Your spouse doesn’t understand you; that person’s spouse
does, therefore, confide in him (her).”

* “You have revelations; the elders and the rest of the church
do not understand. Therefore, leave the church and go de-
velop your ministry.”

e “Sexual relations are carnal; therefore, leave your spouse
and children to follow me.”

* “Use sex to persuade your husband to allow you to assume
the ministry and role of spiritual leadership in your family.”

* “Use your service (prayer, talents, giving, spiritual gift) to
influence the elders to seek your input for their decisions.
You should be recognized for your spirituality.”

* “The elders are not spiritual and do not have the mind of
God for the church. I have given you revelations and direc-
tions for the church to follow.”



TO LEADERS:

* “Your church is the most spiritual and the only right one;
don’t associate with leaders of other churches.”

* “You do not have to be accountable to other men; you alone
are leader of the church.”

Lack of accountability is a major reason why many lead-
ers fall into sin and their ministry is discredited. The
spirit of Jezebel seeks to prevent the accountability of a
Biblical eldership for local church government.

* Unexpected and overwhelming spirits of fear or discourage-
ment.

¢ Desires for sexual fantasies.

* “The elders lack spiritual insight and wisdom; they are un-
able to give you counsel so just ignore their words.”

These illustrations do not address the obvious and more
gross sins, but they do point out clearly the type of subtle over-
tures Satan uses to gain openings in spiritual believers so as to di-
vide believer from believer, husband from wife, believers from the
eldership, leader from leader and church from church. All sin can
follow once God’s authority is manipulated or destroyed in group
relationships.

The spirit of Jezebel had the last word in her conflict with
Elijah. It was when he was under the attack of the demons of fear
and discouragement that the Lord directed him to go and anoint
Elisha prophet in his place. The “Elijah’s” of today are not to run
in fear or be discouraged.

This is the day of victory!
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